Social Networking Sites
What is it?
Facebook is an online social networking directory that connects people with friends and others who work, study and live around them. People use Facebook to keep up with friends, upload photos and share links and videos.
How does it work?
To explore Facebook, you must create a free account on the site. Facebook's terms of use state that members must be at least 13 years old, and any member between the ages of 13 and 18 must be enrolled in school. Facebook requires new members to provide a valid e-mail address before completing registration. Once you've created an account and answered a few questions Facebook will generate a profile for you. 
Advantages
Facebook gives you the opportunity to decide what you want to share, what you don't want to share, and what you want to share with selected friends. Users can create groups and discussion topics. From the teenagers' perspectives, not using Facebook is a 'social liability'. 
Disadvantages
The key is to not post any identifiable information on your profile and be careful talking to people you don't know. 
Blogging
What is it?
A blog is a Web site, usually maintained by an individual, with regular entries of commentary, descriptions of events, or other material such as graphics or video. Entries are commonly displayed in reverse-chronological order. 
How does it work?
To blog you will need an internet connection, a profile on a blogging site and, something interesting to blog.
Advantages
With the blog function you can keep and make public a personal diary or blog. As soon as you have written the first entry, your blog will be visible in your profile.
Blogging provides freedom of speech, you can share knowledge with other people you can also make friends online and it can be can be used as a diary.
Disadvantages
You will need to keep it constantly updated otherwise you lose potential readers it is very easy to start but difficult to maintain. 
Chat rooms
What is it?
The term chat room, or chatroom, is primarily used by mass media to describe any form of synchronous conferencing, occasionally even asynchronous conferencing. The term can thus mean any technology ranging from real-time online chat over instant messaging and online forums to fully immersive graphical social environments. 
How does it work?
To make use of a chat room you must have an internet connection and you must be prepared to fill out your details.
Advantages
When a chat room is well-monitored, you can meet people from around the world who share your interests in a safe environment.
Disadvantages
The participants need to schedule to meet at a particular time. As with any other meeting, this may be inconvenient, and may take much administration to achieve with busy people. 
It is rumoured that some persons with a taste for sexual abuse of children have used chat rooms to make contact with child victims.
MXit
What is it?
MXit is a chat application for your cellphone, which allows you to communicate with other MXit users on their cellphones or even on a PC. 
How does it work?
To make use of MXit you will need a cellphone or PC, then you need an internet connection and to download it.
Advantages
MXit can be accessed anywhere in the world with the same credentials. With MXit, chat can become more exciting because you can add smileys, send pictures, customized skins and even enter competitions that they launch quite often.
Messages cost a fraction of the cost of sms's.
Disadvantages
MXit gets young people addicted because it is such an entertaining tool to use to speak to people, so students spend more and more time on MXit. Many young children can be persuaded to meet people in real life who they meet in chatrooms who are much older than them. 
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