Dear Colleague

We recommend that you go through this PAT with a colleague or in a cluster group (a few times, with a highlighter at hand ;-)  ) and adapt it should you choose to do so. Naturally, the ideal is to ‘do’ the PAT yourself.
Please feel free to adapt or extend the criteria in the assessment pages. It remains a difficult task to specify the criteria clearly and to maintain a balance between having too many criteria and having enough criteria to assess the PAT objectively and consistently. 
Some of you might choose to have 4 phases handed in, instead of three. Personally, I feel that if the learners work in class, and you monitor their progress continually, then the three phases should suffice. However, adapt it as you see fit!
I feel strongly that the focus should be on the solving of the problem / execution of the task and not the application of the packages, as this is where LO3 is assessed.  The strategy regarding the handling of information (task description, questions to determine the information needs, the search for information, etc…) is therefore of vital importance. Feel free to give guidance if the learners battle to understand the steps – these strategies and skills being developed are really vital life skills and they can help learners in all fields! We still need of course to assess the correct usage of all four packages, but try to make the use thereof as natural and ‘unforced’ as possible. (For example, there are no criteria such as: "Four advanced spreadsheet functions or formulas are included".)  

Naturally, one wants to reward a learner who has made use of ‘advanced techniques’ -  which is why we added bonus marks at the end. You must use your own discretion.

If you are going to make use of this PAT this year, then keep an eye on Pam’s blog (studyopp.blogspot.com). She is also going to use the PAT and will, where necessary, add additional comments or more information on the blog.

Best wishes

Sandra







